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ildo Medina is a New York–based multidisciplinary artist whose career spans 
more than 25 years and reflects a rich cultural journey through many of the 
world’s artistic capitals—Paris, Rome, Florence, Madrid, Mexico City, and 
now New York. This global experience, combined with his Mexican roots, 
has shaped a singular creative language in which art, fashion, and ​innovative 
design intersect with depth, elegance, and ​passionate, masterful storytelling. 

 
Medina has earned significant international recognition, including being featured in Taschen’s 
100 Best Illustrators for four consecutive editions. His work has been profiled in Robb Report, 
Monocle, Forbes, L’Officiel, Vogue, Harper’s Bazaar, and renowned publishing houses, Assouline 
and Gestalten. His pieces have been exhibited worldwide in museums, galleries, embassies, 
foundations, and cultural institutions, garnering more than 30 awards throughout his career. 
 
He has been commissioned to create special projects and collaborations for leading luxury houses 
such as Chanel, Moncler, Louis Vuitton, Jaeger-LeCoultre, Salvatore Ferragamo, and L’Objet.  
 
Grounded in rigorous academic training in fine arts in Italy, design studies in London, and artistic foundations 
in Mexico, Medina ​i​s deeply committed to continually advancing his techniques​ and his passion for ​mastering 
powerful​ visual storytelling ​through his innovative artistic work.
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“WITH MY BRUSH, I 
CONNECT MY MIND, 
VISION, HEART AND HAND, 
AND MY PASSION AND 
STORIES COME ALIVE”



The installation consists of thirteen hand-painted leather canvases, each depicting a single 
eye. Arranged in a circle reminiscent of a clock face yet without hands or numbers their 
collective gaze suggests a symbolic passage of hours.

Each eye represents a distinct moment, emotion, or memory and each piece is inspired by a
specific hour, a city, and a memory fragments of a life lived across places and time. From the 

red-glowing sky over New York at six, to the anticipation of nightfall in Madrid at ten, to the stillness of Rome at 
eleven, when the streets fall silent and time seems suspended each work transforms a personal recollection into a 
universal meditation on time and perception. As viewers experience the installation, each gaze becomes a mirror 
inviting them to rediscover their own moments, their own cities, their own hours.

At the center, a thirteenth eye anchors the work, conveying its essential message to live in the present. Though 
they may appear nearly identical at first, subtle variations emerge. Every brushstroke reveals a unique character 
and hidden meanings layered beneath the surface. Together, the eyes create a silent rhythm a quiet pulse that 
speaks not only of time, but of perception, presence, and the layers of human experience.

THE GAZE OF TIME IS AN INVITATION TO CHANGE OUR PERCEPTION 
OF TIME – TO FEEL IT RATHER THAN SIMPLY MEASURE IT.
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THE GAZE OF TIME



THE GAZE OF TIME
Installation composed of thirteen hand-painted medallions

Acrylic and wax pastel on quilted leather
Approximately 260 cm in diameter
New York and Mexico City, 2025





Each EYE
REPRESENTS
HOURS of the DAY. 
PLUS the THIRTEENTH 
HOUR WHICH is the 
PRESENT MOMENT. 

“
“













Each PIECE is 
METICULOUSLY 
HAND-PAINTED 
on LEATHER 
using a SPECIAL 
TECHNIQUE
I DEVELOPED 
through YEARS of 
EXPERIMENTATION 
with ART and 
CRAFTSMANSHIP.

“
“









LIMITED EDITIONS





his thirteenth and final piece in the installation The Gaze of Time is dedicated to the present 
the zero hour.
It marks the moment when existence reveals itself as a gift: when time holds its breath, and 
both nostalgia for the past and longing for the future dissolve into the stillness of the present.
There is no past to return to, no future to chase, no other place to pine for— only the serene 
clarity of now.
A meditation on presence, awareness, and the timeless act of simply being.

T

PIECE XIII OF XIII
FROM THE INSTALLATION

THE GAZE OF TIME
ZERO HOUR – HERE AND NOW





o accompany this emblematic work, a first commemorative limited edition has been 
produced. 
This edition has been produced to the highest fine art standards, achieving exceptional fidelity 
to the original. Museum quality paper and precise printing processes have been used to 
preserve detail, depth, and tonal accuracy. 
The edition is strictly limited to 200 numbered copies, accompanied by a small number of 
artist proofs.
Each piece is signed and authenticated by the artist. 
Each print is produced under the direct supervision of the artist.

LIMITED EDITIONS
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TITLE: Zero Hour – Here and Now — piece XIII of XIII from the installation The Gaze of Time
MEDIUM OF THE ORIGINAL: Acrylic and wax pastel, hand-painted on leather

MEDIUM OF THE PRINT: Fine art giclée on 320 g cotton paper
SIZE OF THE ORIGINAL: 20 cm diameter

PAPER SIZE OF THE PRINT: 22.5 cm × 22.5 cm
IMAGE SIZE OF THE PRINT: 16 cm diameter

PLACE AND DATE OF CREATION OF THE ORIGINAL: New York and Mexico City, 2025
DATE AND PLACE OF PRINTING: December 2025, Mexico City

EDITION: 200





rawing from Gildo Medina’s experience as a nomadic artist—one who has spent the past 25 
years in constant motion across cities and cultures—his lived journeys have been transformed 
into tangible creations. Conceived between London, New York, and Mexico City, these works 
employ leather, glass, and fragments of furniture to form sculptures and paintings, turning 
everyday materials into objects that transcend their original purpose.

Each piece serves as an intimate record, revealing how nomadism shapes identity and transforms personal experience 
into universal relics. These works invite the viewer into a dialogue between the transient and the essential, preserving 
the traces of who we are and ultimately, what shapes us.
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Hand painted leather canvas, enclosed in a glass dome
with a wooden base 

36.5 x 20.6 x 20 cm 
London, New York, Mexico City, 2025

MEMORY NO. 21 







Hand painted leather canvas, enclosed in a glass dome
with a wooden base 

36.5 x 20.6 x 20 cm 
London, New York, Mexico City, 2025

MEMORY NO. 33 



en’s Coded Poetry is a series of hand-painted homoerotic male portraits inspired by 
the fleeting, collective erotic language found in profile titles on contemporary dating 
apps used by gay men. Each work is based on a self-portrait constructed by an app 
user, shaped by desire and by the wish to be desired—and chosen. Composed of fifteen 
works arranged in a 3 × 5 grid, the installation echoes the layout of a smartphone screen. 
 
The visual language of the series draws on the legacy of seventeenth-century 

portraiture, where heraldic symbols and biographies articulated identity, lineage, and power. Men’s 
Coded Poetry reimagines this tradition within the contemporary world of digital cruising, replacing noble 
titles and biographical text with sources of power specific to gay male encounters—endowment, sexual 
role, body type, and time or location—each a criterion for selection and a means of asserting desire. 

M
BRIEF LOVE STORIES





n these apps, profile titles such as BigFatNow, Pig, IntoDaddies, XLTop, and 
UncutThick employ an extreme economy of language to convey layered meaning, 
condensing fantasies, roles, or physical descriptions into a few charged words. These 
raw titles—together with the visual language of profile images and the accumulation 
of many profiles—form the source material from which Medina develops the series. 
From this fleeting digital material, Medina makes a deliberate transformation. 
Profiles designed to disappear are translated into hand-painted portraits, allowing 

what was meant to last only moments to gain permanence. Removed from their original function as tools 
of immediate attraction, the selected titles are hand-painted and integrated into the works, becoming 
part of a shared poetic structure. Paired with idealized “profile pics,” they acquire new symbolic weight. 
 
Within an endlessly shifting digital grid, these profiles appear and quickly move or vanish. Yet in their brief visibility, 
each image and profile title expresses something direct: sexual impulses, explicit fantasies, the need for affection, 
or the assertion of one’s own allure. Read together, these fragments move beyond individual self-presentation and, 
for Medina, form a collective erotic poetry. This contemporary erotic parlance is brief, coded, and compressed, 
not unlike a Japanese haiku.
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Hung Now
Wax pastel on paper

8.6” x 8.6”
New York 2024

Wax pastel on paper
8.6” x 8.6”

New York 2024



bigfatnow Online Pig
Wax pastel on paper

8.6” x 8.6”
New York 2024

Wax pastel on paper
8.6” x 8.6”

New York 2024

Wax pastel on paper
8.6” x 8.6”

New York 2024



MascBttm OnlyFit UncutThick
Wax pastel on paper

8.6” x 8.6”
New York 2024

Wax pastel on paper
8.6” x 8.6”

New York 2024

Wax pastel on paper
8.6” x 8.6”

New York 2024



XL Top

Wax pastel on paper
New York 2024

8.6” x 8.6”



8ASK 9FFUN Who’sNext
Wax pastel on paper

8.6” x 8.6”
New York 2024

Wax pastel on paper
8.6” x 8.6”

New York 2024

Wax pastel on paper
8.6” x 8.6”

New York 2024



COUPLE BoysSayDaddy 9NOW
Wax pastel on paper

8.6” x 8.6”
New York 2024

Wax pastel on paper
8.6” x 8.6”

New York 2024

Wax pastel on paper
8.6” x 8.6”

New York 2024



IntoDaddies Now
Wax pastel on paper

8.6” x 8.6”
New York 2024

Wax pastel on paper
8.6” x 8.6”

New York 2024



Brooklyn MuscMusk Offline
Wax pastel on paper

8.6” x 8.6”
New York 2024

Wax pastel on paper
8.6” x 8.6”

New York 2024

Wax pastel on paper
8.6” x 8.6”

New York 2024



Grande Nasty Pig DiscTop
Wax pastel on paper

8.6” x 8.6”
New York 2024

Wax pastel on paper
8.6” x 8.6”

New York 2024

Wax pastel on paper
8.6” x 8.6”

New York 2024



Fire Island
Wax pastel on paper

8.6” x 8.6”
New York 2024



Entrón Daddy Dreamer
Wax pastel on paper

8.6” x 8.6”
New York 2024

Wax pastel on paper
8.6” x 8.6”

New York 2024

Wax pastel on paper
8.6” x 8.6”

New York 2024



Nasty Pig BigFat MascMusc
Wax pastel on paper

8.6” x 8.6”
New York 2024

Wax pastel on paper
8.6” x 8.6”

New York 2024

Wax pastel on paper
8.6” x 8.6”

New York 2024



NEO-PORTRAITS
fter having studied classical painting for several years in Mexico and Italy, and 
while living in Paris, more than ten years ago, Gildo Medina began to explore 
portraiting differently; he coined the term “neo-portrait”, to describe his 
own way of decontextualizing the classical way in which portraits are typically 
created and understood. In “neo-portraits”, Medina experiments with unique 
media, formats and materials, e.g., this exploration has included such things 
as the back of a mutilated antique chair, a tree trunk or pages in a sketchbook 

covered in gold leaf, a travel trunk, a leather canvas. Medina chooses each of these elements 
and materials with precise intention based on their particular characteristics and suitability for 
the creation of visual metaphors as an important part of storytelling in his portraits.

In neo-portraits, Medina recollects stories, often autobiographical, and expresses his concerns, 
fascinations, and obsessions through the different characters that inhabit his visual narrative. In 
this series, Medina questions traditional concepts of beauty, eroticism, and reality, building 
through confrontation, a renewed conception of his own identity.
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SIAMO TUTTI MATTI
Pair of notebooks in leather and cotton paper, hand-painted in watercolor, 

crayon, and gold leaf
Dimensions: 45.2 × 35.8 cm

Naples / New York / Mexico City, 2017





he human eye has long been a powerful symbol across cultures, regarded as the 
window to the soul and a bearer of protection, spirit, and inner life. Since the 
beginning of his career, Gildo Medina has been instinctively drawn to the eye as a 
central element of his work, captivated by its beauty, strength, and expressive force. 
 
In Portraits of the Soul, Medina paints eyes on leather medallions that return the viewer’s 
gaze, transforming observation into a quiet exchange. Each work contains a hidden 

message, hand painted in reverse on the back of the leather before the frame is sealed. Inspired by universal 
emotions such as love, hope, forgiveness, strength, desire, and freedom, these unseen words act as an 
energetic core, turning each eye into a contemporary talisman.

T
PORTRAITS OF THE SOUL 







RÊVE

Fine art print canvas
70cmx70cm
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