




“I’VE DISCOVERED THAT WHAT CONNECTS US MOST AS 
HUMANS ARE THE EYES, FOR THEY ARE AN UNEQUIVOCAL 

REFLECTION OF OUR EMOTIONS.”







INSPIRATION



Throughout history, human eyes have been important 
motifs in the art and mythology of most cultures. They 
reflect intelligence and spirit, and they are considered 
magical, protective symbols and the “window to the soul.” 
Since the beginning of his artistic career, Gildo Medina has 
been captivated by human eyes and they’ve always been 
one of the most characteristic and powerful elements in 
his work. Medina’s passion for painting eyes has always 
been instinctive; he is captivated by the beauty, magic, and 
strength they express. The mastery with which they are 
created is evident in the realism of the pieces in this series.







In “PORTRAITS OF THE SOUL,”

Gildo Medina captures on leather canvases the dreams that emanate from each 

gaze; he turns artworks into spectators, and spectators into artworks, almost like 

a dreamlike game of mirrors.





The recent global health pandemic has affected nearly every facet 
of our lives. Because we were forced to change the ways we interact 
with others, many of us shifted our beliefs, priorities and values. 

Medina used his time in lockdown to reinvent himself and to 
completely rethink his life as a human being and as an artist. As 
part of this evolution, he created, “PORTRAITS OF THE 
SOUL,”  which is interjected with mystical overtones through 
hidden messages behind each work. These hidden messages have 
been inspired by the emotions and intentions that helped mankind 
fuel resilience in the face of adversity, and represent how the eyes 
communicate the heart’s emotions and intentions.









Hidden messages are an important, recurring theme and a 
mark of distinction in Medina's work. These are usually written 
in Spanish, French, Italian, or English, because the artist’s 
mind and heart are most often expressed in those languages. 
In “PORTRAITS OF THE SOUL,” these hidden messages 
are written backwards on the reverse of the artwork. For 
example, “PEACE” is written “          ”. By choosing those 
most important to him during the past several years, LOVE, 
FORGIVENESS, HOPE, STRENGTH, DESIRE AND 
FREEDOM, among others, Medina invites those who observe 
this work to experience the mystical energy projected by the 
message that inspired each one.

PEACE





A message, inspired by one of Medina’s chosen emotions and 
intentions, is hand-painted on the reverse of each leather me-
dallion. While this message is forever hidden when the frame is 
sealed, it serves an energetic purpose to transform the eye into 
a talisman or contemporary nazar, energetically projecting its 
value from within the artwork itself and the certificate of au-
thenticity is the only remaining evidence of this hidden message.



"THE DECISION TO INCLUDE MYSTICAL ENERGY WITHIN 
MY ARTWORK STEMS FROM MY OWN NEED TO CHANGE 

THE VERY ESSENCE OF THE ENERGY WITH WHICH MY 
ARTWORK IS CREATED. THE ARTWORK IN THIS SERIES IS 

CREATED WITH THE SIMPLE OBJECTIVE OF HEALING 
EMOTIONS OF THE SOUL THROUGH THE BEAUTY I’M 

ABLE TO CREATE.”

G M





FUERZA / LUMIÈRE / RÊVE / HOPE 
Quilted leather medallion, hand painted with acrylic and wax pastell, mounted on 

a carved wooden frame covered in gold leaf.
24cm diameter x 5cm | New York, 2020









TRASMUTACIÓN / FUERZA 
Pair of medallions in quilted leather, hand painted with acrylic and wax pastel, mounted 

on a carved wooden frame covered in gold leaf.
24cm diameter x 5cm each  | New York, 2020



 
Four quilted leather medallions, hand-painted in acrylic and wax pastel, mounted on 

carved wooden frames and covered in gold leaf.
24cm diameter x 5cm each  | New York, 2022



















(REVERSE) 
Specially designed wooden frame.

82cm x 82cm  | New York, 2022



G M

"WE ALL NEED A PROTECTIVE AMULET, FROM THE CHILD 
WITH HIS INSEPARABLE BLANKET, THE DOCTOR WITH 

HIS CROSS OR STAR HANGING ON THE CHEST THAT HIS 
MOTHER GAVE HIM, THE BUSINESS WOMAN WITH HER 

NAZAR ON THE WRIST OR ME, WITH THE EYES THAT I 
PAINT WITH PROTECTIVE MANTRAS, TO HEAL MY SOUL 

THROUGH THE CREATION OF BEAUTY ”.



ARTWORK



All artworks in the collection, 
“PORTRAITS OF THE SOUL”

 have been meticulously hand-painted on 12cm 
diameter leather medallions.







LUZ 
Quilted leather medallion, hand painted with acrylic and wax pastel, mounted 

on a carved wooden frame covered in gold leaf.
25.5cm diameter x 5cm | New York, 2022



LUZ



FUERZA



RÊVE



HOPE



LUMIÈRE



DESIRE



SÍ



JOY



PERDÓN



THANK YOU



LOVE



PAIX



TRASMUTACIÓN



FUERZA



PAIX



FREEDOM



WISDOM



GRACIAS



LOVE



GRACIAS



SABIDURÍA



GRATITUD



AMOR



SUEÑO



PROCESS





In “PORTRAITS OF THE SOUL,” Medina transmits not 
only the essence of life, but compels those who observe this 
work to experience the powerful message that inspired each 
one. Of apparent simplicity, but with vivid realism, these works 
are meticulously hand-painted with acrylic and wax pastel on 
quilted leather medallions, mounted in hand-carved wooden 
frames, covered in gold leaf.







12cm diameter

Hand-carved wooden frame covered in gold leaf,
25cm in diameter

Work hand-painted on 12cm diameter 
leather medallion









CREATION PROCESS
Work hand-painted on 12cm diameter leather medallion

12cm diameter  | New York, 2020 

































NAZAR



NAZAR 
Quilted leather medallion, hand painted with acrylic and wax pastel,

mounted on a carved wooden frame covered in gold leaf
160cm diameter | Mexico City, 2021























LIMITED EDITIONS



GICLÉE LIMITED EDITION
12cm diameter giclée, printed on 24cm x 24cm, 320g cotton paper

200 pieces limited edition and five artist’s proofs. 
Signed and numbered, includes certificate of authenticity.







GICLÉE DELUXE EDITION
Giclée fine art print 12cm diameter, printed on 320g 100% cotton paper, hand-

cut and float mounted in a 24cm x 24cm x 5cm matte black wooden frame.  
Each piece is signed, numbered and personalized with a message on the back of 
the frame.  Limited edition of 100 pieces of each artwork and five artist’s proofs.  

Includes certificate of authenticity.























BIOGRAPHY



G M

"I PORTRAIT MOMENTS, BELIEFS, FEELINGS, INDIVIDUALS, AND 
SOCIETIES AS A SENSORY RECORD OF MY OWN HISTORY."



GILDO MEDINA is a visual artist who was born in Mexico City 
in 1980 who, for more than 20 years, has lived and worked in Pa-
ris, Madrid, Rome, Florence, New York, and Mexico City. 

The diverse social contexts and linguistic and cultural in-
fluences of the places that he has chosen to work and live are 
clearly manifest in his work, which express his vision of the 
present and portray moments, beliefs, feelings, individuals, 
and societies as a sensory record of his own history.



His work is critical and confrontational; it defies simple 
definitions and his visual language is inspired by the com-
plex essence of the human being. Medina’s work has un-
deniable realistic technical qualities that have been acc-
laimed by academics. For this he has been recognized with 
more than thirty awards in his different disciplines, and he 
is regularly featured in specialized art books by prestigious 
publishers, such as Assouline, Gestalten, and Taschen, 
where Senior Editor Julius Wiedemann, featured Medina 
in “Portraits” and twice included him in “The Illustrator. 
100 Best from around the World” placing Medina among 
the world’s most relevant, recognized, and accomplished 
contemporary portraitists and illustrators.



Medina uses both contemporary techniques and the best 
pictorial techniques of the old masters; these range from "invisible 
drawings" made with inkless pens on a sheet of paper to more 
complex works painted on different surfaces, such as the back 
of a mutilated antique chair, a tree trunk, pages in a sketchbook 
covered in gold leaf, a travel trunk. For more than ten years, 
leather canvases have become a favorite and distinctive feature 
of Medina’s work, for it stands out in its malleability and the 
sensuality of its textures.

Gildo Medina has exhibited in museums, galleries and art fairs 
around the world, including the International Contemporary 
Art Fair (FIAC), Maison et Objet, and the Cultural Institute 
of Mexico in Paris, the Casa de América in Madrid, Pinta Fair 
in Miami and in London, Design District in Dubai, MACO, 
and the Museum of Modern Art in Mexico City.



”NOMADISM IN ART”
at Montroi Dubai Design District 2016



Medina’s academic studies at a variety of renowned institutions 
underlie the way in which he communicates through his work. 
He studied drawing and painting at art academies in Florence, 
Italy and at the San Carlos Academy in Mexico. He obtained 
degrees in Design from the Iberoamerican University and 
in Fashion Advertising from the Jannette Klein University 
in Mexico City; he studied Photography, Multimedia and 
Art Direction at Central Saint Martins in London; and he 
obtained a Master’s Degree in Cultural Management at the 
Istituto Europeo di Design in Rome. 

Medina is invited to lecture at well-known universities 
and to develop artistic projects by ministries of culture, 
embassies, cultural venues, and luxury brands. His work 
can be found in important private collections in New 
York, Los Angeles, Miami, Mexico City, Paris, Florence, 
Berlin, Brussels, Madrid, London, Monte Carlo, Sao 
Paolo, Tehran, Dubai, Hong Kong, Shanghai, Tokyo, and 
Sydney, among others.



Florence 2016



PRESS



GRAZIA MAGAZINE
Mexico | March 2022



FORBES MAGAZINE
Mexico | December 2022 - January 2023



FORBES MAGAZINE
Mexico |  August-September 2021



FORBES LIFE COVER
Mexico |  August 2021



FORBES LIFE
Mexico |  February 2022



EXCELSIOR NEWSPAPER
Mexico |  March 2022



EXCELSIOR NEWSPAPER
Mexico |  March 2022



RED CARPET CLUB BY REFORMA
Mexico |  Octuber 2020



REFORMA NEWSPAPER
Mexico |  February 2022



REFORMA NEWSPAPER
Mexico |  February 2022



EL HERALDO NEWSPAPER
Mexico |  February 2022



EL HERALDO NEWSPAPER
Mexico |  February 2022



24 HORAS NEWSPAPER
Mexico |  February 2022



EL FINANCIERO NEWSPAPER
Mexico |  March 2022



CONSULATE OF MEXICO IN NEW YORK
New York |  April 2022
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