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Gildo Medina, born in Mexico City in 1980, is a visual artist whose work reflects a rich 
tapestry of cultural and social influences garnered from over two decades of living and 
working in major art capitals, including Paris, Madrid, Rome, Florence, and New York. 
His art critically examines the human condition, employing a visual language that defies 
simple categorization and resonates with the complexities of contemporary society. ￼  
 
Medina’s academic journey is both extensive and diverse. He honed his skills in drawing and painting 
at esteemed institutions such as the art academies in Florence and the San Carlos Academy 
in Mexico. He holds degrees in Design from the Universidad Iberoamericana and in Fashion 
Advertising from the Universidad Jannette Klein in Mexico City. Furthering his studies, he pursued 
Photography, Multimedia, and Art Direction at Central Saint Martins in London and earned 
a Master’s Degree in Cultural Management from the Istituto Europeo di Design in Rome. ￼  
 
Throughout his career, Medina has received over thirty awards across various disciplines, 
underscoring his technical prowess and artistic versatility. His work has been featured in esteemed 
art publications by Assouline, Gestalten, and Taschen. Notably, Senior Editor Julius Wiedemann 
included Medina in “Portraits” and twice in “The Illustrator: 100 Best from around the World,” 
positioning him among the most significant contemporary portraitists and illustrators globally. ￼  
 
Medina’s art has been exhibited in prominent museums, galleries, and art fairs worldwide, 
including the International Contemporary Art Fair (FIAC), Maison et Objet, the Cultural 
Institute of Mexico in Paris, Casa de América in Madrid, Pinta Fair in Miami and London, 
Design District in Dubai, MACO, and the Museum of Modern Art in Mexico City. ￼  
 
His distinctive style and technical excellence have attracted collaborations with 
ambassadors, aristocrats, curators, musicians, writers, and other notable figures, who 
have sought to be immortalized through his art. Medina’s versatility is evident in his 
ability to work across various mediums, from traditional drawings on paper and canvas 
to painting on special editions of luxury accessories and antique French furniture. 
 
Currently based in New York, Medina continues to develop his artistic practice, engaging in projects 
with cultural institutions and luxury brands. His works are part of significant private collections in 
cities such as New York, Los Angeles, Miami, Mexico City, Paris, Florence, Berlin, Brussels, Madrid, 

London, Monte Carlo, São Paulo, Tehran, Dubai, Hong Kong, Shanghai, Tokyo, and Sydney. ￼

BIO



Gildo Medina’s latest series, Brief Love Stories, marks his inaugural homoerotic work created 
in New York, presented in 2024. This collection explores the evolution of desire and self-
representation, juxtaposing historical portraiture with contemporary digital interactions. 
 
Historically, portraits functioned as tools for self-promotion and alliance-building, 
exemplified by Anne of Cleves, whose marriage to Henry VIII was annulled after he 
found her portrait misleading. In today’s digital era, dating apps have transformed 
this practice, with users curating profiles to express their identities and desires. 
 
Medina’s series features classical academic drawings paired with words or phrases 
written in reverse, requiring a mirror to read them. This approach invites viewers 
to reflect on the duality between self-perception and external presentation, 
emphasizing the relationship between personal identity and societal expectations. 
 
By merging traditional artistic techniques with modern themes, Brief Love Stories 
provides a nuanced commentary on the shifting nature of desire, identity, and 

connection in the digital age.

BRIEF LOVE STORIES







bigfatnow

wax pastel on paper

New York 2024
8.6” x 8.6”



Online

wax pastel on paper

New York 2024
8.6” x 8.6”



Pig

wax pastel on paper

New York 2024
8.6” x 8.6”



MascBttm

wax pastel on paper

New York 2024
8.6” x 8.6”



OnlyFit

wax pastel on paper

New York 2024
8.6” x 8.6”



UncutThick

wax pastel on paper

New York 2024
8.6” x 8.6”



Hung

wax pastel on paper

New York 2024
8.6” x 8.6”



Now

wax pastel on paper

New York 2024
8.6” x 8.6”



XL Top

wax pastel on paper

New York 2024
8.6” x 8.6”



9FFUN

wax pastel on paper

New York 2024
8.6” x 8.6”



Who’sNext

wax pastel on paper

New York 2024
8.6” x 8.6”



COUPLE

wax pastel on paper

New York 2024
8.6” x 8.6”



BoysSayDaddy

wax pastel on paper

New York 2024
8.6” x 8.6”



9NOW

wax pastel on paper

New York 2024
8.6” x 8.6”



8ASK

wax pastel on paper

New York 2024
8.6” x 8.6”









IntoDaddies

wax pastel on paper

New York 2024
8.6” x 8.6”



Now

wax pastel on paper

New York 2024
8.6” x 8.6”



Grande

wax pastel on paper

New York 2024
8.6” x 8.6”



Nasty Pig

wax pastel on paper

New York 2024
8.6” x 8.6”



DiscTop 

wax pastel on paper

New York 2024
8.6” x 8.6”



Brooklyn

wax pastel on paper

New York 2024
8.6” x 8.6”



MuscMusk

wax pastel on paper

New York 2024
8.6” x 8.6”



Offline

wax pastel on paper

New York 2024
8.6” x 8.6”



Entrón

wax pastel on paper

New York 2024
8.6” x 8.6”



Daddy

wax pastel on paper

New York 2024
8.6” x 8.6”



Dreamer

wax pastel on paper

New York 2024
8.6” x 8.6”



Fire Island

wax pastel on paper

New York 2024
8.6” x 8.6”



Nasty Pig

wax pastel on paper

New York 2024
8.6” x 8.6”



BigFat

wax pastel on paper

New York 2024
8.6” x 8.6”



MascMusc

wax pastel on paper

New York 2024
8.6” x 8.6”





Inspired by the stars who shine brightly in the enchanting world of live theater, these 
portraits have been meticulously hand-painted by Gildo Medina to celebrate the 
intersection of two of my favorite artforms.  I hope that, as a token of my gratitude for 
our work together, you will enjoy this limited edition, fine art print, and I invite you to join 

me in experiencing the magic of Gildo’s captivating work.

PORTRAITS OF BROADWAY





Can You Believe It?

Giclee fine art print

New York, 2023
8.5” x 11”



I LIKE

Giclee fine art print

New York, 2023
8.5” x 11”



ALL THE WASTED TIME

Giclee fine art print

New York, 2023
8.5” x 11”



Miriam Silverman

Giclee fine art print

New York, 2023
8.5” x 11”



Niece Sonya

Giclee fine art print

New York, 2023
8.5” x 11”



PLAYBILL. OSCAR ISAAC PORTRAIT

Giclee fine art print

New York, 2023
8.5” x 11”



PLAYBILL. RACHEL BROSNAHAN

Giclee fine art print

New York, 2023
8.5” x 11”



Mr. Dennis Trunfio

Watercolor and colored pencil on cotton paper

New York, 2023
8.5” x 11”



Old Friends (Triptych

Acrylic, watercolor, and colored-pencil on cotton paper

New York, 2024
8.5” x 11”



Old Friends (Triptych)

Acrylic, watercolor, and colored-pencil on cotton paper

New York, 2024
8.5” x 11”



Old Friends (Triptych

Acrylic, watercolor, and colored-pencil on cotton paper

New York, 2024
8.5” x 11”





The recent global health pandemic has affected nearly every facet of our lives. Because 
we were forced to change the ways we interact with others, many of us shifted our 
beliefs, priorities and values. Medina used his time in lockdown to reinvent himself and 
to completely rethink his life as a human being and as an artist. As part of this evolution, 
he created his most recent project, “PORTRAITS OF THE SOUL,” which is interjected 
with mystical overtones through the hidden messages behind each work. These hidden 
messages have been inspired by the emotions and intentions that represent how the 
eyes communicate the heart’s emotions and intentions. By choosing those most 
important to him during the past several years, LOVE, STRENGTH, FORGIVENESS, 
HOPE, PEACE, JOY, DESIRE, LIGHT, DREAMS, GRATITUDE, FREEDOM, 
among others, Medina invites those who observe this work to experience the mystical 

energy projected by the message that inspired each one.

Throughout history, human eyes have been important motifs in the art and mythology 
of most cultures. They reflect intelligence and spirit, and they are considered magical, 
protective symbols and the “window to the soul.” Since the beginning of his artistic 
career, Gildo Medina has been captivated by human eyes and they’ve always been one 
of the most characteristic and powerful elements in his work. Medina’s passion for 
painting eyes has always been instinctive; he is captivated by the beauty, magic, and 
strength they express. The mastery with which they are created is evident in the realism 

of the pieces in this series.

PORTRAITS OF THE SOUL







THANK YOU

Giclee fine art print

New York 2020
4.72”  x 4.72”



HOPE

Giclee fine art print

New York 2020
4.72”  x 4.72”



FUERZA

Giclee fine art print

New York 2020
4.72”  x 4.72”



REVE

Giclee fine art print

New York 2020
4.72”  x 4.72”



LUMIERE

Giclee fine art print

New York 2020
4.72”  x 4.72”



TRASMUTACIÓN

Giclee fine art print

New York 2020
4.72”  x 4.72”



FREEDOM

Giclee fine art print

New York 2020
4.72” x 4.72”



WISDOM

Giclee fine art print

New York 2020
4.72” x 4.72”



JOY

Giclee fine art print

New York 2020
4.72” x 4.72”



LOVE

Giclee fine art print

New York 2020
4.72” x 4.72”



SÍ

Giclee fine art print

New York 2020
4.72” x 4.72”



DESIRE

Giclee fine art print

New York 2020
4.72” x 4.72”



PAIX

Giclee fine art print

New York 2020
4.72” x 4.72”



LOVE

Leather medallion, hand painted with acrylic and wax pastel,

Mexico 2023
4.72” x 4.72”





Medina’s fascination with the male form dates back to his studies in Italy. 
During this period of his development as an artist, he explored the canons of 
male beauty in their classical forms in the unrivaled collections of Florence 
and Rome. Inspired by these timeless sculptures, he sought to capture with a 
mere pencil the strength and virility that lives in contrast to the delicacy and 
sensuality of carved marble. In “Man vs. Beauty,” Medina pays homage to 
the power and fragility of male beauty as a key source of his own inspiration.

MAN Vs. BEAUTY



SERIES A



SERIES B



SERIES C



SERIES D



SERIES E





COME IMPERATORI

Three hand-painted leather canvases inside a glass 
and wood structure. Unique piece 

  Rome 2018



STUDIO DI PIEDI. TOMASSO

Colored pencil on cotton paper

Florence 2017
8.8”x13.9”



SAN SEBASTIANO (TRIPTYCH)

Set of 3 pencil drawings in leather bound sketchbooks

Rome 2017
26.38”  x 14.17”



SIAMO TUTTI MATTI (DIPTYCH)

Colored pencil, watercolor, and semen on cotton paper

Rome 2017
7.09”  x 18.11”  each piece





Study of man 20 (TRIPTYCH)

Colored pencil, watercolor on cotton paper

New York 2024
27.17” x 14.57” x 1.18”



SONO FORTUNATO

(Triptych) Notebooks on cotton paper, drawn in colored pencil, 
watercolor,sperm and silver leaf mounted on an acrylic box

Rome 2018
27.17” x 14.57”  x 1.18”





CAZZO

Colored pencil on cotton paper

Rome 2017
11.42” x 8.46”



Figure of man 22

Colored pencil on paper



ATTENZIONE

Colored pencil on cotton paper

Rome 2017
11.42” x 8.46”



NON ME NE FREGA NIENTE

Colored pencil on cotton paper

Rome 2018
11.42” x 8.46”



TI PREGO

Colored pencil on cotton paper

Rome 2017
11.42”  x 8.46”



IL GESTO DELLâ€™UMBRELO

Colored pencil on cotton paper

Rome 2017
11.42” x 8.46”



AMATO?

Colored pencil and acrylic on cotton paper

Rome 2017
11.42” x 8.46”



CHE CAZZO HAI FATTO?

Colored pencil and acrylic on cotton paper

Rome 2017
11.42” x 8.46”



CAZZO

Ink-less ballpoint pen drawing intervened with acrylic

Rome 2017
14.37” x 12.40”



PORTRAIT OF DON ALONSO GONZÃ LEZ DE GREGO-
RIO, DUKE OF FERNANDINA, IN FLORENCE

Colored pencil, pen, watercolor, and blood on cotton paper

Florence 2016
15.55” x 7.87”



MADE IN ITALY

Colored pencil and acrylic on cotton paper

Rome 2017
11.42” x 8.46”



DISEGNI INVISIBILI. SEI UN GRANDE STRONZO DI 
MERDA

Ink-less ballpoint pen drawing intervened with acrylic

Rome 2017
8.86” x 14.17”



SI / NO

Oil on linen canvas

Florence 2016
14.37” x 12.40”





VALERIO IV

Colored pencil on cotton paper

Rome 2017
11.42” x 8.46”



SERIE B



SERIES A



SERIES B



SERIES C



SERIES D



SERIES E





VALERIO III

Graphite on cotton paper

Rome 2017
11.42” x 8.46”



SANDRINO

Colored pencil on cotton paper

Rome 2017
11.42” x 8.46”



STATE A ROMA. FRANCESCO

Colored pencil on cotton paper

Rome 2017
11.42” x 8.46”



Study of man 21

Colored pencil on cotton paper

11.42” x 8.46”



IL DOLCE FAR NIENTE III. MAURO

Colored pencil and acrylic on cotton paper

Fiumicino 2017
11.42” x 8.46”



RITRATTI ITALIANI. VALERIO I

Graphite on cotton paper

Rome 2017
11.42” x 8.46”



CAZZO DI GIO

Colored pencil on cotton paper

Rome 2017
11.42” x 8.46”



RITRATTI ITALIANI. ANGELO

Colored pencil on cotton paper

Florence 2017
8.86” x 13.98”



IL DOLCE FAR NIENTE II. TOMASSO

Colored pencil on cotton paper

Florence 2017
8.86” x 14.17”



SENZA CAZZO

Colored pencil on cotton paper

Rome 2017
11.81”  x 8.66”



DUQUE DE FERNANDINA

Color pencil and acrylic on cotton paper

Florence 2016
7.09” x 8.86”



NON Ãˆ AMORE (TRIPTYCH)

2 Drawings in color pencil, ink-less ballpoint pen and waterco-
lor on cotton paper intervened in acrylic

Rome 2017
8.86” x 20.87”



DRAWINGS





SENZA FINE

Colored pencil

Rome 2017
11.81” x 8.66”



Figure of man 3

Colored pencil on paper



Figure of man 4

Colored pencil on paper



Figure of man 7

Colored pencil on paper



Figure of man 8

Colored pencil on paper



Figure of man 11

Colored pencil on paper



Figure of man 12

Colored pencil on paper



Figure of man 15

Colored pencil on paper



Figure of man 16

Colored pencil on paper



Figure of man 18

Colored pencil on paper





Figure of man 19

Colored pencil on paper



Figure of man 20

Colored pencil on paper



Figure of man 23

Colored pencil on paper



Figure of man 24

Colored pencil on paper



Figure of man 26

Colored pencil on paper



Figure of man 27

Colored pencil on paper



Figure of man 28

Colored pencil on paper



Figure of man 29

Colored pencil on paper



Figure of man 30

Colored pencil on paper



Figure of man 31

Colored pencil on paper



Figure of man 32

Colored pencil on paper



Figure of man 34

Colored pencil on paper



Figure of man 36

Colored pencil on paper



Figure of man 37

Colored pencil on paper



Figure of man 38

Colored pencil on paper



Figure of man 40

Colored pencil on paper



Figure of man 41

Colored pencil on paper



Figure of man 43

Colored pencil on paper



Figure of man 44

Colored pencil on paper



Figure of man 45

Colored pencil on paper



Figure of man 46

Colored pencil on paper



Figure of man 48

Colored pencil on paper



Figure of man 54

Colored pencil on paper



Figure of man 59

Colored pencil on paper



Figure of man 60

Colored pencil on paper



Figure of man 63

Colored pencil on paper



Figure of man 65

Colored pencil on paper





n this male erotic series, Medina visually captures memories, fantasies, and desires inspired by the 
complex beauty of sex in hypersexualized contemporary societies, where “more is more” and the idea of 
experiencing sex (and sometimes love) is “never enough.” Today, all that is needed or desired is immediately 
accessible with a few taps on a screen ; thousands of years of evolution of the art of seduction have been 
reduced to basic demographics that describe us or what intrigues us in just a few “key words”: age, role, size, 
interests, or “Pics?” This series is neither a documentary nor a critique. The imagery and text in these works 
generate sensory experiences capable of triggering a variety of reactions: pleasure, confusion, excitement, 

indifference, disgust, and fascination. It might well be a diary, a chronicle, or simply a fantasy.

Medina’s intention for these works was to blur the line that separates eroticism from pornography in the 
same way a thin line separates the simply delightful from the sublime experience of orgasm.

In “Just Sex,” Medina integrates classical styles, contemporary execution, and atypical formats and 
techniques in realistic works, such as “invisible drawings” with inkless pens, and often with text written in the 
languages in which the artist’s mind and heart are most often expressed. He is fascinated by the contrast 
between the erotic and the vulgar, the subtle and the grotesque, the beloved and the loveless, the frivolous 
and the sublime. In these works, Medina reimagines himself as an artist without prejudice or frustration, not 
with the intention of simply creating erotic art, but of creating living art where we, as both human being and 

voyeur, find convergence with our own desires.

JUST SEX





SERIES A



SERIES B



SERIES C



SERIES D



SERIES E



Figure of man 6

Colored pencil on paper



Figure of man 17

Colored pencil on paper



Figure of man 9

Colored pencil on paper



Figure of man 13

Colored pencil on paper





Figure of man 14

Colored pencil on paper



Figure of man 25

Colored pencil on paper



Figure of man 52

Colored pencil on paper



Figure of man 64

Colored pencil on paper



Figure of man 57

Colored pencil on paper



Figure of man 58

Colored pencil on paper



Figure of man 56

Colored pencil on paper



Figure of man 61

Colored pencil on paper



Figure of man 50

Colored pencil on paper



Figure of man 2

Colored pencil on paper



Figure of man 1

Colored pencil on paper



Figure of man 5

Colored pencil on paper





Figure of man 10

Colored pencil on paper



Figure of man 21

Colored pencil on paper



Figure of man 33

Colored pencil on paper



Figure of man 35

Colored pencil on paper



Figure of man 39

Colored pencil on paper



Figure of man 42

Colored pencil on paper



Figure of man 47

Colored pencil on paper



Figure of man 49

Colored pencil on paper



Figure of man 51

Colored pencil on paper



Figure of man 53

Colored pencil on paper



Figure of man 55

Colored pencil on paper



Figure of man 62

Colored pencil on paper



After having studied classical painting for several years in Mexico and Italy, and while living in Paris, more 
than ten years ago, Gildo Medina began to explore portraiting differently; he coined the term “neo-
portrait”, to describe his own way of decontextualizing the classical way in which portraits are typically 
created and understood. In “neo-portraits”, Medina experiments with unique media, formats and materials, 
e.g., this exploration has included such things as the back of a mutilated antique chair, a tree trunk or 
pages in a sketchbook covered in gold leaf, a travel trunk, a leather canvas. Medina chooses each of these 
elements and materials with precise intention based on their particular characteristics and suitability for the 

creation of visual metaphors as an important part of storytelling in his portraits.

In neo-portraits, Medina recollects stories, often autobiographical, and expresses his concerns, 
fascinations, and obsessions through the different characters that inhabit his visual narrative. In 
this series, Medina questions traditional concepts of beauty, eroticism, and reality, building through 

confrontation, a renewed conception of his own identity.

NEO-PORTRAITS



SERIES A



SERIES B



SERIES C



DIANA VREELAND

Watercolor on cotton paper

Mexico 2024
15.7” x 12.2”



Untitled

Wax pastel on paper and cut vinyl

Madrid 2010



Medina uses variations to give new life – and often new meaning – to an existing work; with modification 
or “intervention,” these pieces capture “l’air du temps,” the essence of the moment that are metaphors 
captured in the language of art. They are created with experimental, but specific intentions to alter the 
original work in a way that changes its narrative and reflects Medina’s evolution as artist and a human being.
These pieces are most often fine art giclée editions printed on cotton paper or leather modified by the 
addition, suppression, mutilation, or removal of specific elements, such as motifs, metaphors, or text that 
may be formal, playful, or irreverent. Medina’s approach to creating different variations of the same original 
work gives collectors the opportunity to know and appreciate how he has modified the artwork they collect 

in other, complementary or contradictory ways.

VARIATIONS



SERIES A



SERIES B



SERIES C



LA GALLA

Giclée fine art print intervened with gold leaf

New York 2021
39” x 47”





NOBODY (VARIATION)

Giclée fine art print intervened with gold leaf

New York 2022
11.4” x 15,3”



ELIZABETH

Giclée fine art print intervened

Paris 2005
19.6” x 19.6”



ELIZABETH

Giclée fine art print intervened

Paris 2006
19.6” x 19.6”



Gildo Medina’s work  is often featured in specialized art books by prestigious publishers, including 
Assouline, Gestalten, and Taschen, where Senior Editor Julius Wiedemann, featured Medina in 
“Portraits” and twice included him in “The Illustrator. 100 Best from around the World” placing Medina 
among the world’s most relevant, recognized, and accomplished contemporary portraitists and illustrators.

PUBLICATIONS











Gildo Medina’s work is regularly recognized and featured in international media, including CNN, 
Los Angeles Times, San Diego Union-Tribune, Radio France International, Vogue Living Australia, 
Monocle, Art Actuel, Yatzer.com, Global Citizen Dubai, and Prestige Hong Kong, among others, 
and, in Mexico, in Forbes, Vogue, Elle, Grazia, Marie Claire, Reforma, Life and Style, L’Officiel, 
Excelsior, El Heraldo de México, Radio Centro, El Financiero, Harper’s Bazaar, Instyle, A! Diseño, 

Milenio, Canal 22, Casaviva, and Ocean Drive.

PRESS












